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Grace and peace are yours from God our Father and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, amen. 
 
Today is the Celebration of the Baptism of our Lord; the day when we reflect on our own baptism, its 

meaning, and its promises.  Our scripture readings begin at the beginning to reveal the newness of life that 
comes with Christ.  In the beginning according to the Genesis narrative, the only elements, items, and identities 
to be defined are: God, darkness, deep, wind (Holy Spirit), and waters.  Before God speaks and reveals His Word, 
why are these items listed. 

 
If Holy Scripture is given to all people to read, understand, and apply, then we have truly made this far too 

difficult, confusing, and complex.  As I continue to share with you, when we have questions, we only need to ask, 
seek the Truth, and Holy Scripture will indeed light our path.  We have long accepted the Holy Trinity; One God as 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The Greek word for spirit is, “pneuma”, which literally translates to: wind, air in 
motion, the breath of life. 

 
 Now we have three elements listed: darkness, deep, and waters.  Then God speaks and reveals His Word.  
“Let there be light”.  Not only is ‘light revealed in the Word, but the Light ‘makes known’ the glory of God.   Light 
is not as we would think in terms of visible light; Holy Scripture clarifies this in the Revelation to John: “He carried 
me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God… And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb.”1   Light, the glory of God is made known before anything else is created and made known. 

 
From this point forward everything is created in God’s glory.  Darkness and light are separated from each 

other; both continue to exist.  Next, we have the deep.  To define deep, again, where do we see references to 
depth and height in scriptures?  While I can point out numerous references, one is essential for human 
understanding the comes as the Light of the World.  As we just celebrated the Nativity of our Lord, the ‘lowly’ 
shepherd heard the angels sing their praises, “Glory to God in the highest heaven…”  Deep is identified to us to 
reveal God’s dwelling place as ‘above’ all that is created; God’s authority, power, and will is above all that is. 

 
This leaves a final element, water; “A wind swept over the face of the waters.”  Holy Scripture again 

reveals water in a context that is not what we call H20; water is simply and purely: life.  Jesus declares to the 
woman at the well: “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water 
that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing 
up to eternal life.”2  Water is life and it is mentioned in the first and last words of Holy Scripture.  Again, from the 
Revelation to John: “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb.”3  This certainly gives new meaning and insight to the phrase, water has memory! 

 
Where God is, there is also His glory; where God is, there is life.  God is the Lord of the living and the Lord 

of life; God knows us before we are born; before we are given human form.  The creation narrative is not 
complex or far from our understanding, it is perfectly consistent with all that God reveals to us through His Word.  
Water and Spirit; God gives life a form that is both visible and hidden from our sight and our understanding. 

 
The Old Testament lessons and readings make God known to us and reveals the beginning of God’s 

relationship with us.  Our gospel text is the narrative of Jesus baptism and contains all the elements of the 

 
1 Rev. 21:10; 23 
2 John 4:14 
3 Rev. 22:1 
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creation narrative: God, darkness, deep, and wind.  First, God is ever present with no beginning or end.  Second, 
darkness is present as the prophet Isaiah declares, “the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” 4  

 
The world lives in darkness and Christ comes into our world, Christ comes into our darkness.  He is the 

light (visible by faith) that is revealed in Genesis and makes known the glory of God, though hidden from our 
eyes. Third, the deep is present as the heavens are identified as opening up and the Spirit ‘descending’.  Fourth, 
the wind, the Spirit; the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus and remains with Him.  And the fifth element in the 
creation narrative, water.  Jesus comes up out of the waters; life comes up from the waters. 

 
“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.5  The text to 
follow the Creation Narrative is God speaks; the text to follow the Baptism of Our Lord is God speaks; “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”6 When God speaks, His glory is made known to all creation, to 
all the heavens and earth.  The glory of God is made known but only through the faith that God grants us. 

 
Baptism is a beginning that reveals the new life we have in Christ and an event that makes known the 

glory of God.  When we think of baptism, we also think of repentance; they go hand in hand.  However, the 
meaning and definition of repentance is essential to understand, especially in the context of our Lord’s baptism.  
Too often we think of repentance as confession or admission of sin, a turning away from sin.  We confess our sins 
and ask for forgiveness often, but we are baptized only once.  “To repent is to change one’s mind or purpose with 
the particular reference to the acceptance of the will of God.”7 

 
The baptism of our Lord is the event where Jesus accepts God’s will and changes the direction of His life.  

The baptism of our Lord marks the beginning of Jesus’s ministry that brings the Good News to humanity, it 
reveals the Light of Truth and makes known the glory of God.  The baptism of our Lord is the reality of the Light 
shining where there was darkness and bringing the waters of life to us who have sinned and whose penalty is 
death. 

 
The baptism of our Lord is the event that we also share, in that we acknowledge the change in direction of 

our life and accept the will of God for us.  Jesus did not deviate from the path placed before Him and was faithful 
unto death.  Regardless of how faithful we might be (or think we are), we still sin, we still wander away from 
God’s will for us, we still get lost in the darkness, and we continue to flounder in the water.   Despite all 
weakness, excuses, and distractions, our baptism is eternal because we are destined for life and not for death.  
All the elements of the creation and baptism narratives remain, and like our Lord, we are called the Children of 
God who live in in His presence, above all things, with Light and Life. The Spirit of God moves within and among 
us as we participate in the Will of God.   

 
God speaks my friends, and we have the faith and ears to hear His Word.  We are His blessed, beloved, 

and precious church baptized in the waters of life and pre-ordained from the beginning of time.  We cannot be 
less than we are to God, to ourselves, and to one another because we are One in Christ that is the Light and Life 
of the world.  Our place is forever with our Creator whose love is so great it is beyond comprehension, and whose 
peace is so perfect that is passes all understanding to keep our hearts and minds through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen! 
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